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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 6/28/07 
has been entered. 

Response to Applicant's Arguments / Amendments 

This Office Action is responsive to the amendment filed on 6/28/07. Claims 1-25 
are pending. Claims 21-25 are new. Claims 1-4, 14, 15, and 19 have been amended. 

Arguments/remarks filed by applicant on 6/28/07 have been responded to in sum 
in prior Advisory Action (PTOL-303) filed by the Office on 5/18/07. In light of the 
amendments made to the claims, the former rejection over the Clearman reference (US 
Patent No. 3,180,348) has been withdrawn and the instant claims are rejected under 
new grounds of rejections and thus claims 1-25 are rejected for the reasons of record. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-6 and 10-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Meret (UK Patent Application: GB 2,199.734). 

Meret teaches a dishwasher comprising wash chamber 5, basket 6, 7, (second 
and first racks, respectively) for supporting articles to be washed, and rotary spray arms 
9, 1 1 for spraying wash liquid at the articles is characterized in that rotary spray arm 1 1 
is provided with a manually adjustable, apertured slider 23 whereby jets of wash liquid 
may be selectively directed upwardly through apertures 12 (plurality of holes) or 
downwardly through apertures 22. In a modification, the rotary spray arm 1 1 is only 
provided with apertures 12, a removable plug opposite supply pipe 15 and is mounted in 
such a way that, after removal of the plug, it can be inverted and re-mounted, so that, in 
use, jets of wash liquid may be directed downwardly instead of upwardly (Abstract). 
Slider 23 of rotary spray arm 1 1 in Meret reads on Applicant's claim for a first nozzle. A 
water recirculating pump 8 (circulating means) is operable to supply a rotary arm 
member 9, and by way of an air gap 10, a rotary arm member 1 1 (page 3, lines 15-17). 
It is at once envisaged that Meret's teaching of a wash liquid is made-up of water, 
detergents, soil particles, or any combination thereof, since it is well-known in the art of 
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dishwashers that wash liquid is formed of water/detergent to remove soil particles from 
articles being washed therein. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the Invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Meret further in view of Payzant (US Patent No. 5,725,002). 

Meret teaches the claimed invention, except fails to recite the use of a pair of O- 
rings for connecting the surfaces between the fixed central piece and the first and 
second nozzles. Meret merely discloses that the rotary member 1 1 is supported by pipe 
15, and is in communication therewith by way of hole 13 which is preferably fixed in 
respect of rotation by means of releasable coupling latching means comprising a 
housing-like holder or the like (page 2, lines 14-18 and 26-33; page 4, lines 4-6). 
However, Payzant teaches a dishwashing machine having interchangeable top and 
bottom spray arms and corresponding 0-rings 52, 130 attached to a spray base 46 for 
connection of a spray conduit 38 thereto. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to use rubber 0-rings in Meret as taught by 
Payzant to prevent leakage of water and resiliency in sealing connections to water 
supply pipes. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Jacobs (US Patent No. 3,648,931) teaches a dishwasher with selectable levels of 
wash, including a fluid circulating pump variously connectable with a lower rotating 
spray arm, a vertical spray column on the spray arm, and an upper spray header. 

Lim et al. (US Patent No. 5,331,986) teaches a dishwashing machine having a 
first and second washing compartment spatially separated from each other by a 
partition wall, and first and second spray means operable independently of one another 
to permit selective washing. 

Kim et al. (US Patent No. 5,899,433) teaches a washing water supply control 
apparatus for a dish washing machine which is capable of concurrently or selectively 
supplying washing water to both upper and lower spray arms . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rita R. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8701 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





MICHAEL BARR 
SUPERVISORY RflTENT EXAMINER 



